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HIGHLIGHTS
OF WARREN COUNTY

FOREWARD
In this issue of the Kentucky
Historical Chronicle, we will take
a closer look at the Warren County
of days gone by. Hopefully,
through our investigation of past
events, we will gain new
appreciation for the country oT the
Barren and Green Rivers.
In the old days the importance
of the Bowling Green area was
tied to the fact that this center of
trade was located at the furtherest
navigatable point upstream. The

old cargo boats which arrived and
dep,.rted from the Bowling Green
area provided a staple means of
existence for 19th century Warren
Countians,. Corn, tobacco and
other local products were loaded
on the flatboats an'd steamers, and
months later they would return
full of goods from downstream
river ports. Robert Lucas recalls
the glee and enthusiasm that
accompanied the arrival of these
old-time freighters in his Journal.

Other articles in this issue deal
with early exploration of Warren
County, Green River Country
reminiscences, and Clinton Potter's diary recollections of the
religious spirit and eventful times
that were part of the changing
seasons.
We hope you enjoy some of the
accounts that have been written
about your county. U so, tell the
people at the local business where
you picked up your copy. It is the

kind sponsorship of these businesses that makes a publicatioin
of this type possible. You are
fortunate that much has been
recorded
concerning
your
county's past. If you would like to
read more about the history of
Warren County and Kentucky;
The Kentucky Library at Western
is the place to go for they have a
wealth of material 1>n the area.
Have a happy historical journey!
+

A look at old times in Warren County
(1915)

The one hundred and twenty
counties which now compose
Kentucky are the centers and
source of the enterprise, wealth,
intelligence and power of the
-- - - Commonwealth itself. They give
inspiration and force to all thos(
activities which upbuild and
maintain the State. The once great
counties of Lincoln, Kentucky and
Logan as created and organized
by an act of the Virginia
Legislature at the beginning of the
first settlements in the state,
~~~re little mere than geGgraphical
..mitations in the wilderness in
which simple local governments
were fonned to protect from
savage assault the lives and ·
property of the immigrants who ·
came across the mountains by foot
and horse from the Old Dominion,
following Finley, Walker, Boone
and Harrod, who planted the first
seeds of civilization this side of
the Appalachian range. These
three counties which be legislative
division and su~ivision from
time to time have developed as
many units of local government,
each perfect in itself and the whole
finally constitution the prosperous
and
completed
Statehood.

Warren County
Warren County was created by
legislative enactment in 1796, and
named in honor of General Joseph
Warren, the celebrated hero of
Bunkers Hill. It was four years
subsequent to the act of Congress·
forming the state, being a part of
the original Logan County, which
embraced the entire region known
as the Green River section,
through which Green and Barren
· rivers take their winding course.
At the time of formation Warren
County was embosomed in fields
of cane and in mighty forests, with
meagre settlements here and
there, marking the progress of
westernly migration. The "Long
Hunters" had passed through its
borders in 1775, leaving a voiceless
record of their presence carved in
the body of stately trees along the
northern banks of Barren River, in
2
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the vicinity of which mounds of
earth, grown over with shrubs and
weeds, indicated the former
existence of human habitations
that had gone into decay with the
lapse of time, or marked the
forgotten scenes of battles fought
by heroes whose names had
perished before the historian could
rescue them from oblivion. Among
the old evidences of such
habitations and of such a race of
people there remained for many
years on Big Barren, near the
present city of Bowling Green, the
metes a.P4 bounds of a ditched
town shaped as an irregular oc•
tagon, thirteen hundred feet
square, and bearing distinct
marks of an extinct race who
centuries before had maintained .
substantial residence in that
locality, but of whom no other
trace was ever found, the mounds
of earth and the marks on trees,
which they left behind, alone
serving to tell the silent annals of
their career.

ness.
The task required self-denial,
patient toil and resistless fortitude, but the men of '96
were made of that physical and
mental quality whfch- enabled
them to endure and to overcome
every obstacle in their way. The
first settlements south of Green
River were notably simple in their
equipment-settlements that were
destined in due time to attain that condition of comfort which
rendered them the seats of
generous and ennobling hospitalities. In th,e interval which
has since elapsed, Warren County

has advanced to a position which
its people may regard with
genuine exultation. The city and
hamlet have supplanted the brake

and forest; colleges, seminaries
and common schools for both
sexes adorn the ancient hllllting
grounds; the hands of the
husbandman have long · sinced
cleared the virgin soil and
enriched it by the skilful appliances of modern agriculture;
social refinement has blossomed
into the highest forms c1 civilized
life; and withal, the county has
made a history that dignifies its
own population and glorifies the
State of which it is a conspicuous
part. A substantial explanation of
this condition appears in that fact
that the people of Warren have
always exhibited the heartiest
appreciation of their public menPlease see OLD TIMES,
Page 11, column l

County limits
The limits of Warren County
were · created by l~islative
enactment at too late a period to
enable its population.to engage as
a distinct community in the
sanguinary struggles that were
waged with the red man by Boone,
Harrod, McGary, Henderson,
Logan, the McAfees, and other
pioneers who won supremacy for
· the whites in the original counties
from which Waren and the present
adjacent county of Logan were
derived; and so, when James
Skiles and Jacob Van Meter, the
earliest pioneers, planted their
hearth-stones in
Warren, the
tomahawk ruled the " Barrens."
Many of the first settlers of
Warren had hardships and
dangers of border warfare and
were glad to welcome in the new
county the less perilous if not the
less difficult task -of establishing
social order and a civil government in the rugged though
comparatively peaceful wilder-
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R.K. Hulen

co·.

Dep_
o t -Cafe

R~K~ Hulen, owner

Dorothy Guffy, owner _
/_

R.K. Hulen Co. at 816 College, 1n
i Bowling Green has b-iµlt up a

reputation that is to Qe_envied by
all in this area. Phone 843-9727.
They pay top prices for scrap .
iron and metals, copper, brass,
aluminum, steel, etc. Many do not
realize the value of a scrap metal
yard to a -community. In this day
and age when environmental
matters are so important, R.K.
Hulen Co. continues to strive
toward _ the
concept
of •
"recycling." Without firms such

as this, this concept would not be
possible.
·
.
You wil~ find all employees at
R.K. Hulen Co. courteous • and accommodating and completely
familiar with their business.
· All of these things go together to
make up atop notch .business. We·
, are sure th~t you'll agree after .
. dealing with ~-K Hul'en Co. The . -writers of this 1975 Kentucky
Historical . Chronicle urge you to
call them for any information
regarding scrap metals.
adv.
,_

,~ .. ~ ,

.f

There is a good reason for the
Depot Cafe,-loeated at 117 E . .Curd
in Bowling Green, phone 843-1977,
being,so popular. The short orders
served here have real "pulling
power" and draw_lovers of fine
food for many miles around. It's
better than eating .at home.
Here you · wilt find a friendly
atmosphere . . Your .:orders will
receive prompt attention and
everything served you _will be of
the best quality. 1t isn't often that
we can fi!1d _aJ ~sy:.urarit serving

such delicious food at such fair
prices. Try them for real service
and good food, and we are sure you
will tell your friends about them.
The owner is proud of this
establishment and has good
reason to be. .
·
·stop hunting for that good place
to eat while you are in town. Stop
here and you'll have found it.
The organizers of this 1975
Kentucky Historical · Chronicle
unhesitatingly give our full en•dorsement to the Depot Cafe. adv.

Bowling ·Green Livestock Market Inc.
Mr.

Joe Lewis, owner
The Bowling Green Livestock
Market Inc., located at 600 Clay, in
Bowling Green, phone 843-3224,
conducts private livestock sales
daily, and weekly auctions on
Fridays.
Here 'is an institution of this
section that is enjoying a thriving ·
business covering a wide

territory. When you consign your
livestock here you can always
, depend upon getting the highest
market value.
This company has always
assisted materially in the growth
and expansion of this area -as . a
trade center. Here, you are
assured of honest weights for

~

Lowe, owner

livestock. Their company conducts a business that is of the
highest ·commercial value to the
public. Remember this fact-if the
farmers. of this community were
compelled to ship their livestock
elsewhere, they would fall fa_r .
short of getting the prices obtain~~ ·
. at the Bowling Green Livestock

Market Inc.
The composers of this review
are pleased to give this reliable
firm commendable mention in this
1975
Kentucky
Historical
Chronicle. We assure our readers
that they will get, a fair .deal in
every transaction.
adv .

Northside Car Wash
Tommy Cook, manager
Take the work out of ·washing
your car by having it done with
modern equipment at the Northside Car Wash at 337 Gordon
Ave., in Bowling Green, phone 842:0425.

Save time and money on car
washing by visiting this fine firm

the next time you ar~ in town.
You'll enjoy the ease of having
the work don~ by fully-automated~ ·
modern car washing equipment.
Road tar and other harmful grime
are removed from your car's
finish in about five minutes. Ask

about their special car care service.
Attendants here are courteous ·
and see that your car is handled as
carefully as it it were their own.
Your car's cleanliness is the
business of this establishment.
The management has built a fine

reputation by serying Ure public
honestly and providing_ a fine
· service.
The writers of this 1975 Kentucky Historical Chronicle
recommend the Northside Car ·
Wash.
adv.

Bowling _Green Lumber ~ompany
B.F. Shelley, owner
The Bowling Green Lumber
Company is located on Hadley in
Bowling Green, phone 843-1794.
This is a firm of wholesale
dealers and manufacturers of
rough lumber. They have sold to
factories throughout Warren
County, millions of feet of fine

lumber, and they have come to
know that their service can be
depended upo~.
The lumber companies of this
section have · come to know that
this is a firm on which they can
expect the best in rough lumber.

Their years of service is your
as~urance of the highest quality at
all times .
· The researchers of this 1975
Kentucky · Historical Chronicle
wish to call to the attention of our
readers the important part that
this firm is taking in the building
3
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progress of our community. And it
is with great pleasure that we
recommend this firm, their services and products to all our ·
readers. Remember the name The
Bowling Green Lumber Company,
you'll be glad you did.
adv.
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Green River Country discovery no accident
By FRANK M. THOMAS

The discovery and exploration
of that section of Kentucky. known
as the Green River country, was
no accident of hunters' chase, or
result of exolorers' enthusiasm. It
was an integral part 11f the great
colonial expansion which mamfested itself between the years
1765 and 1783. In a ),,cal sketch, it ·
wo·tlc be out of pla,·e to set forth
the causes of this westward
emigration. Sufficient it is to say
that the Treaty · of 1783 between
Great Britain and France extended the dominion of the former
over a vast territory west of the
Allegbanies, and the restless
Anglo-Saxon spirit turned in this
direction for the purpose of
conquering nature. in her wilder
moods.
"In 1750, Dr. Walker, a
prominent Virginian, in company
with several others made a visit to
Kentucky, entering by way of
Powell's Valley and a gap in the
Laurel'Mountains. Descending the
- mountain, they found a river,
flowing southwesterly, on the
other side. The doctor gave the
name of Cumberland to the
mountain and river, which they
yet bear, in honor England's
'Bloody Duke' of Cumberland".
In 1766, that remarkable and
redoubtable character, Colonel
James-Smith. mac.;e a daring trio
into the western wild, In his Life
and Travels, written by himself,
he says. "I set out about the last of
June, 1766, and went in the first
place to Holstein River, and from
there I traveled westwarg in
company with Joshua Horton,
Uriat Stone, William Baker and
James Smith. who came from
near Carlisle. There were only
four _white men of us, and a
mulatto slave about eighteen
years of age. We explored the
country south of Kentucky and
there was no sign of a white man
there than there is now, west of the
headwaters of the Missouri. We
also explored Cumberland and
Tennessee River, from Stone's
River down to the Ohio."
In 1766 then we have white men
in less than ' fifty miles of the
territory now comprised in the
limits of Warren County. The
glowing amounts which they
brought back of the hearty and
richness of the county induced
others to venture on hunting and
exploring trips.
On the 2nd day of June, 1769, a
company of hunters from North
Carolina assembled on Reedy
Creek. They were John Rains,
Rasher Mansco (or Mansker),
_Abraham Bledsoe, John Baker,
Joseph Drake, Obadiah Terrel,
Uriah Stone, Henry Smith, Ned
Cowan Gordan and several others.
Uriah Stone was probably the
guide, having been with Smith on
his trip. Passing the south fork of
the Cumberland, they selected for
a place of rendezvous a spot know
as , Princes' Meadow, near a
4
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flowing spring, about six miles
from Monticello, in Wayne
County, and made a camp and
depot fc;>r their supplies and skins, ,
which they agreed to deposit every
five weeks. They hunted far out to
the south and west of the country,
much of which was covered with
prairie grass, and with great
success. They found no trace of
human settlements, but many
human bones under mounds and
stones erected·,· and in coves.
Gordan,,Baker, Mansco and seven
others, loaded two boats and two
canoes with skins and wild meat,
and embarked down the Cumberland and Mississippi to the
Spanish fort, Natchez, and thence
home. Others were lost in the
wilderness, or reached home after
great perils and privations."
Many years ago, there stood in
Allen County on the Sulphur Fork
of Bay's Fork of Big Bin River, a
beech tree, with these words out in
the bark. "James McCall died
here on his way to Natchez, June
the 10, 1770." Who was be?
Probably one of the "Long
Hunters" lost in the wilderness
and trying to make his way to
Natchez.
·

Clinch River in southwest Virginia. In June of the same year,
1773, four parties from Virginia,
led by Capt. Thomas Bullitt,
Captain James Harrod, James
Douglass' and the McAffee
brothers. came down the OhioThey separated at the mouth of the
Kentucky River. Captain Bullitt,
with James Harrod, John Smith .
- Isaac Hite, Jacob Sandusky, and
others, reached , the Fall of the
Ohio, July 8th~ and -pitched their
camp above the mouth of
Bluegrass Creek."
"In the summer of 1774, other
parties of surveyors and hunters,
James Harrod erected a log cabin
upon the spot where Harrodsburg
now stands. which rapidly grew
into a station, probably the
oldest in Kentucky. During the
year, Colonel Richard Henderson
purchased from the Cherokee
Indians the whole country south
and west of Kentucky River. This
purchase was subsequently declared to be null and void by the
legislature of Virginia, which
claimed the sole right to purchase
lands from the Indians within the
bounds of the royal charter, but
great activity was displayed by
Henderson in taking possession of
his new empire, and granting
lands to settlers ; before the act of
the legislature overturned all his
schemes. Daniel Boone was
employed by him to survey the
country, and sefect favorable
portions; and early in the spring of
1775, the foundation of Boonesborough was laid, under the title of
Henderson. From the 22nd of
March to the 14th of April, Boone
was actively engaged in construciing the fort afterward called
Boonesborough, during which
time his party was exposed to
four fierce attacks from the
Indians. By the middle of April,
the fort was completed, and within
two months from that time, his
wife and daughter joined him and
resided in the fort, the first white
women who stood on the banks of
the Kentucky River. From this
time, Boonesborough and Harrodsburg became the nucleus and
support of emigration and
settlement in Kentucky.'' This
purchase of lands from the
Cherokees of Colonel Henderson
took place at Sycamore Shoals on
the Wautaga, the 17th of
March, 1772. There -were present
with Henderson, Col. Nathaniel
Hart and Daniel Boone. The price
paid for what now constitutes the larger part of three states was
about $50,000 worth of blankets,
rifles, beads· ·and other trinkets."

In the fall of 1771 and spring of
1772. Mansco with another partv
returned to the virgin bunting
ground and penetrated as tar as
Big Barren River, where they met
with another corps of hunters, at
whose bead were Col. James
Knox and - Skaggs. They built a
house for the deposit of their skins
about nine miles east of
Greensburg, near the site of Mt.
Gilead Church, in the direction of
Columbia. From the center, they
penetrated the prairie country as
far as Barren, Hart and adjacent
counties. Some of these bold
backwoodsmen returned to the
settlements in 1772, while the
others remained. So long were
they absent that they were known
in after history as the ''Long
Hunters."

In the meantime, Boone ana
others had not been idle in the
exploration and settlement of
eastern and central Kentucky.
Daniel and his brother, Squire
Boone, spent portions of the years
· 1769 and 1770 in exploring that
section of Kentucky between the
headwaters of the Cumberland
and the Ohio Rivers. From 1771 to
1773, the Boones tarried at their
homes in North Carolina, trying to
persuade their'families to move to
the new country, which they
described as a second paradise. In
Sept. 1773, Boone and his own, and
five other families set out for
Kentucky. In Powell's Valley, he
was joined by four men who
accepted him as their leader. At
Cuml>erland Gap, they were
surprised by Indians and lost six
men, one of whom was a beloved
son of Boone. This so disconcerted
the party, that in spite of ,. the
Boones who were for pushing on, it
was determined to winter on the
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Collins, in the first edition of
History says, "On the north side of
Barren River, about three miles
from Bowling Green, and about a
quarter of a mile above Van
Meter's Ferry, thei:e are some
beech trees which. the camping
ground of a party, perhap°s the
"Long Hunters," as they were

called, in June 1775. The most
conspicuous tree has engraven on
its bark, on the north side the
names of thirteen persqns. The
letters were handsomely cut with
some instrument adapted to that
purpose. The highest name is
about nine feet from the ground,
the lowest four feet. They stand in
the following order, beginning
with the uppermost and descending - to the lowest, to-wit: T.
Newell, or Nenville, E. Bulger, I.
Hite, V. Hatman, J. Jackman, W.
· Buchannon, A. Bowman, J. Drake,
N. Hall, H. Skaggs, J. Bowman,
Thos. Slaughter, T. Todd. The date.
is thu~ given: "1775, June the•
13." The apparent age of the
marks corresponds with the date,
about five steps south of the above
named tree, and near the verge of
the river bank, stands a beech
marked on the north side with the
name of "Wm. Buchanan," and
dated June 14th, 1775." On the
south side of the same tree, there
is the name of "J. Todd, dated
June 17, 1775. About twenty steps
north of the first tree, there stands
a third beech, with the names of J .
,,, Drake, and Iassc Hite, engrav·ed,
and each with the date "June 15,
1775." Above the names the date
"June 23, 1775." The names and
dates on this tree seem to be as old
as any, but made with a different
instrument from that which cut
the names on the first tree, and
they are not so well executed.
These dates from the 13th to the
23rd, prove that the party
encamped at that place ten days.''
Several of our citizens (now
living) saw this tree, and there can
be no question of a doubt as to its
being a genuine historical marker.
It is strange that Collins seems in
doubt as to the personnel of the
party. We have already seen who
Thomas Slaughter was, Chairman
of the Transylvania Legislature. Issac Hite, Valentine Harman and
John Todd were delegates to the
same convention. The last named
Jno. Todd was with the exception
of George Rogers Clark, the most
promising man in Kentucky.
He was elected a member of the
Virginia House of Buresses in 1777,
1780, and 1782. In 1776, he risked
his life to go after powder stored
by General Clark on Limestone
Creek.
It is a matter of pride that no
craven foot first disturbed the soil
of our beloved county. The group
who first explored it was
composed of the best blood west of
the Alleghanies. They were men of _
intelligence, some of high
breeding and at least two died like
heroes fighting for civilization.
The story of subsequent exploration is soon told. "The treaty
of Henderson had been declared
void by the governors of Virginia
and North Carolina, but there still
remained hope that Henderson
could perfect his title. The latter
Please see GREEN RIVER,
Pal!e 10, _column 2
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~ Kirtley

TV &

Lanier Noble
Liquor Store

Appliance Service

Eddie Himes, owner
This firm offers the greatest
value in television sales and
service and is located at 728
College in Bowling Green. Phone
842-7300. Television has become a
_great industry in America. With
the intricate electrical circuits,
the occupation of the servicing of a
TV set, especially the color sets, is
one that is highly specialized.
They maintain a modern and
up-to-date establishment where
the best of parts for your set can
be secured. They also have the

latest scientific devices for testing
your set in order to detect
anything that may need replacement or adjustment. They are
familiar with the construction of
every type, no matter what make
or model it may be or whether it is
black and white or color.
The composers of this Historical
Chronicle of 1975, suggest you see
Kirtley TV & Appliance Service
for exciting new TVs and repair
and s,ervice on all makes.
adv.

A startling array of party
beverages stock the shelves of the
Lanier Noble Liquor Store - in
Bowling Green on the Old
Louisville Rd., phone 842-2820.
From Bourbon to Gin, you'll see
a variety of liquors, some
familiar and other exotic types
you'll want to try for the first time.
There is no end to the types of
party beverages available here.
For instance, Tequila is a
distinctive party drink. It is
Mexico's most popular drink.
How about rum? It's great with

a cola drink. For a gratifying
experience, visit the Lanier Noble
Liquor St.ore. The help is friendly
and will go out of their way to see
that you find what you want.
The authors of this 1975 Kentucky Historical Chronicle suggest that you do business withthis est.ablishment for anythhtg in
their line.
Their selection of wine and
champa~e is seemingly endless,
and you 11 always find your
favorite brand of beer or malt
liquors in stock.
adv.

Park City .Liquors
Larry Davenport , manage_
r
The headquarters for your
favorite party beverages in
Bowling Green, is the Park City
Liquors at 226 East Main, phone
842-1432.

Courteous and helpful service is
a hallmark of this establishment,
which has served this area for
some time.

Bill Davenport, owner

Most of the beverage items
you'll need for that party you're
planning are sold here. Make them
your one-stop shopping space for
party beverages and mixers.
If it is wine or champagne you
want, they have a complete
selection and are always glad to
suggest the suitable drink for the

occasion.
All of the popular brands of
liquor are kept in stock and
arranged in attractive displays
and you'll always find that
favorite beer or malt liquor.
It is not an easy job to properly
select the right types and brands
of many hundreds of liquors on the

market today, but through much
study and careful evaluation this
store always seems to have just
what one wants.

The compilers of this 1975
Kentucky Historical Chronicle are
happy to recommend this well
liked store to our readers.
adv.

Howlett Chevrolet Inc.
William S. Howlett, owner
The new 1975 Chevrolets are on
display at the Howlett Chevrolet,
Inc. in Auburn. Phone 842-2838.
These cars are universally
recognized as among the greatest
motor values of this age. This is
not only the opinion of the casual
buyer, but of the expert as well.
For service and reasonable prices

fo guarantee

these cars continue to reign
supreme.

will do everything

They maintain and service all
makes of cars. You will find that
this firm is able to render complete service on your automobile.
They have skilled and experienced
men in charge of this garage Who

The management is courteous
and accommodating and will be
pleased to show you the advantages of having one of the new
models, or · any one of their fine
selection of quality used cars.

satisfactlon.

The authors of this 1975 Kentucky Historical Chronicle are
pleased to compliment Howlett
Chevrolet, Inc. for their concientious efforts to serve the
people of this area with quality
products and service and their
high regard for the patronage the
people _of this area give them. adv

Rivel" Bend Anti(lue Mall
Juanita and Ben Runner, owners
They are offering. a very complete stock of antiques to the
people of this area at most attractive prices. You can have first
pick of these rate articles including: China, Work of Art
Gla~ware, Furniture and Silver,
and much more.
Out of the number of people
from this part of the state who

make frequent visits to the River
Bend Antique Mall, probably not
ten per cent are informed of the
. location of this interesting Antique
Shop. Featured here are genuine,
rare antiques, many being purchased from individuals and
estates.
They have clients on their books

who are seeking certain pieces of
China or glassware, and they will
pay cash for your odds and ends in
old dishes or furniture. You will
find this shop very interesting and
congenial. Their object has been to
secure a fair price and an honest
profit. They welcome college kids.
They have 42 dealers, open 7 days
5
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a week.

In this 1975 Kentucky Historical
Chronicle, we the authors. feel the
River Bend Antique Mall on Beech
Bend Road, in Bowling Green,
phone 781-5773, is to be complimented on the position they
occupy as antique delaers in this
community.
_.
adv.
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Baker H-ill Motel -

Smiths Grove
Friendship Inn

James Payne, owner
Mr. a~d Mrs. Jurtsen, managers
The Baker Hill Motel is located
on the Louisville Rd. in Bowling
Green, phone 843-3201 for reservations.
One of the things that has made
America strong is the ability of
her businessmen to meet ever
changing conditions, and the
needs of the demanding public.
The motel industry, for example;
is recognized today as a vital and
-necessary part of our American
economy.
We wish to direct our readers'
attention to this motel which has
ample accommodations to please
even the most discriminating
guest. Here you will find air

conditioned, carpeted rooms,
telephones in the rooms, TV,
swimming pool-just to mention a _
few-and all of this with
reasonable rates. Consequently,
many travelers prefer to travel
extra miles in order to stay here
and thus assure -themselves of a
good night's rest in comfortable
surroundings.
The developers of this 1975
Kentucky Historical Chronicle
recommend the people of our area
stop at Baker Hill Motel the next
time they are in town, and com. mend the management upon the
excellence of their service. adv.

Eugene Bryce, owner
'

<

Motels have become a favorite
type ·of accommodation of travelers. They are your modern
drive-in hotel. The. Smiths Grove
-Friendship Inn is · located on
Highway 101 in Smiths Grove,
phone 563-2411. Here you will find
a restaurant of first-class right by
the motel. Every effort is made to
make your visit pleasant. When
you find a place that is
comfortable and you have enjoyed
your stay, you will want to return
to the motel where ·you were a
guest. Here you will find all new
modern rooms with color T. V.
and swimming pool.
The management here realizes

this basic principle of good
business and spares no effort in ·
making available to you a high
class motel where you will want to
return. This motel is modern
throughout and can accommodate
one person or a group. You will be
surprised at the reasonable rates
offered by them.
·
In this 1975 Kentucky Historical
Chronicle, we, the composers,
highly recommend to · all our
readers Smiths Grove Friendship
Inn as your home away from home
in this area.
Also, your out-of-town guests
will appreciate reservations made
for them here.
· adv. ·

McGown Radio

·& Televisio~ Service
Located at 1011 East 10 in
Bowling Green, phone 842-5574.
Within the last few years, the
electrical appliance house has
developed more rapidly than any
other type of retail store. This is
because people of this modern day

are beginning to realize and
appreciate electrical conveniences more fully. They are
equipped to supply all electrical
needs.
This popular electric store has
on display for your inspection,

modern, up to date electrical
fixtures and appliances. For
distinctive electrical fixtures, see
them any time.
New items in stock include a full
line of major appliances and TV
sets, as well as many items of

-----

---~.--.,;..;,....,·,,.,.....,.........--,._..

household electrical equipment.
In this 1975 Kentucky Historical
' -Chronicle, we, the planners, are
pleased to recommend this
modern electrical store to all our
readers in this section.
adv.

Moore Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
Taylor Moore, owner
There's
nothing
more
- aggravating than a leaky faucet or
a furnace that needs repairing.
End that aggravation and call
Moore Plumbing and Heating,
Inc., located at 425 College in
Bowling Green, phone 843-3187.
There is no problem too large or
too small for this experienced

firm, -whether it's your boilers or
water heaters that need repairing
or the plumbing in your bathroom
or kitchen. This establishment is
known for . their · quality work
within the plumbing and .heating
field . They will quickly repair
leaky faucets, clogged drains,
water and gas leaks, and always

with the utmost regard for your
house and lawn. Mr. Moore has
had 26 years of experience and has
been established for 20 years.
They do expert sewer repair in all
residential and commercial
buildings.
We, the writers of this 1975

Kentucky Historical Ch,ronicle,
would like .to take this opP9rtunity
to inform our readers that there is
no one in the plumbing and heating
field who is more qualified or
experienced than Moore Plumbing
and Heating, Inc. They are the
kind of people you can depend on
for fair, courteous service.
adv.

Citizens National Bank
In reviewing the various leaders.
of this trade area, we are proud to
include Citizens National Bank
located at 500 East Main . in
Bowling Green, phone 781-5000.
Through this bank, which
insures all deposits . through
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, ma!ly people have found ·

their desired method of saving.
You, too, can enjoy the security of
knowing that you have planned for
tomorrow with a savings account
at Citizens National Bank.
A checking account with them is
really a 'streamlined service. It
can relieve you of the trouble and
bother of payiilg bills afoot, and

gives you an automatic receipt on
all purchases.
Through the sound judgement
and seasoned professinal ability of
this institution's officers' and
directors, you can realize no
better bank to deal with. They
invite you to visit them and will be
happy to explain to you their many

services. Remember, your banker
is one of the best friends you can
have.
We, the writers . of this 1975
Kentucky Historical Chronicle,
wish to direct the attention of our
readers to the fine reputation this
banking firm enjoys.
a~v.
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From diary of Clinton C. Potter
Manuscript Division
Kentucky Library
Western Kentucky University

'

'

(From 1870to 1872)
From the Dairy of
Clinton C. Potter
The winter, ensuing February
28th 1870, was remarkably mild
and open. There was much rain
and snow causing much muddy
and unpleasant weather. The
freezes were very light, in consequence of which, there was very
littfe 1ce secured. A considerable
amount of cornlarid has been
planted and some oats sown; upon
the whole, however, very little
1
preparation has been made for
making a crop. Land for
cultivation is very scarce, consequently is renting very high. The
produce of the year 1869 ranges
very high. The crop was cut short
by the drouth in the latter part of
the summer. Corn delivered is
selling at $4.00 per bbl; oats at
$2.95 per hundred bundles; wheat
nearly all sold at from $1.00 to
$1.10 per bu. in the swnmer or fall:
Tobacco at from $5.00 to $7.00 per
hundred pounds. Hogs selling at
from 8½ cents to 10 cents per
pound gross in the first part of the
season, but declining to 7 cents by·
the close of winter. A large
- " ~ of~Mk hogs on hand, and
selling at from 6 cents to 7 cents
per pound. Beef cattle scarce and
selling at from 5 cents to 6½ cents
per pound gross. Stock cattle very
scarce and selling very high.
Yearlings selling at from $12.00 to
$20.00 per head, according to
quality; two year-olds from $20.00
to $30.00. Aged mules very scarce
and selling high, from $1.50 to
$2.00 above modernately and
farmers generally, supplied;
grown hands hire at $12½ per
month. Spring opens with land
west and compact, with a prospect
for a backward crop.

Spring
The spring of 1870 was rather
dry and, hot. The rains, have been
very light and lands which are
cultivated are in fine order. A fine
rain fell on the last day of May,
enabling the farmers to plant a
good portion of their tobacco crop.
Tobacco plants very plenty, and a
good crop will be planted. Tobacco
selling at from $5.00 to $8.00 in the
hand. Wheat is selling at from 85
cents to $1.00 per bushel, corn
selling at $5.00 per bbl. at the
cribs. Cattle very scarce and
8
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selling high. Workstock selling at
reasonable prices. Stock hogs very
plenty and selling at 6 cents per
pound. Prospects are good for a
fair crop this year. Wheat crop
forward, but injured in some
sections by the Hessian fly; oats
are looking well.
·
Meadows and pastures very
good. Young corn small but
promising, with the ground in fine
order. Gardens are in fine condition. Clear and warm, and a fine
growing weather. 'lbermometer
stood at 96 in the shade about 20th
of May.

upon the farm. The corn crop is
nearly all secured. The wheat crop
was sown early and is now looking
well notwithstanding it was put in
rather roughly in consequence of
the growth of grass and weeds this
year. There has been a fine crop
made this season and all kinds of
farm products . are selling very
low. Corn is selling at about $2.00
per bbl. delivered in cribs. Wheat
at 75 cents to 90 cents and nearly
all sold. Tobacco very low in the
markets, averaging about $6.00

per hundred for our common
tobacco; very little of this year's
crop yet sold. Hogs selling very
low, ranging from 5¼ cents for
light to 5¾ cents for heavy, well
fatted hogs. Stock hogs very
plenty, but dying in many places
with cholera. Beefs selling at from
· 3½ to 5 cents gross per pound
according to quality. Mules and
horses selling reasonab,y well.
Monev very scarce and loaning
very high. A great many failures
in business this season.
+

Summer

The summer which has just past
has been noted for its incessant
rains. The rains began about the
first of June, and have continued
until this time. But notwithstanding it has been very wet
and cloudy there has been a good
crop raised this year. The wheat
crop was good but greatly
damaged by the rains while in the
shocks. Oats also good size but
greatly damaged. Hay crop
plentiful by darkened by the rains.
Tobacco well grown but course
and rough. Corn crops are very
fine by land very grassy. Stock of
all kinds plentiful and in fine order, and also selling at reasonable
prices. Beef cattle sell at from 3½
to 4 cents per pound to butchers.
Hogs sell at about 7 cents per
pound gross. Horses and mules
selling moderately high. Old corn
very high and nearly all consumed. Tobacco about all priced
and selling very low in the
markets. Wheat selling at from
$1.00 to $1.10, according to quality.
Oats at $2.00 per hundred in the
field. Garden vegetables good but
gardens very foul. Summer ends
with nice, cool weather, as warm
weather as any having been in the
month of May.

GEN. CARLOS BUELL'S crossing of the Big Barren River is a
part of Civil War action in the state. (From Western Kentucky
University Alumni Magazine)
+

HOW IT ALL BEGAN ...
When Robert and George Moore settled here
in 1796, they chose the location because of the
big spring which bubbled with pure crystal clear
water . The spring on land at Main and State Street
was dedicated by George Moore for public use.
Thus, this corner, later the site of the Morehead
House and the Helm Hotel, and now the home of
the Citizens National Bank has been a location of
public service for almost 200 years. All who have
owned this corner were guided in their selection
by a desire to serve and to help Bowling Green
gro,w. The Citizens National Bank's motto is
"Helping You Grow," and we wish to help you
enjoy and appreciate Bowling Green and Warren
County with this listing of historical markers.
The first court of Warren County, established
in 1796, was ~eld in July, 1797, at the home of
Robert Moore. At this meeting a courthouse and
jail were ordered by the magistrates to be built on
two acres of land (now our beautiful Fountain
Park) dedicated by Robert Moore for public
buildings. At a meeting in March, 1798, the court
gave Bowling Green its name.

Autumn

The Fall has been remarkably
dry and pleasant. The weather has
been clear and as yet very little
snow or cold weather. It has been
a fine fall for all. kinds of work
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Twenty bronze historical markers have been
erected in Warren County to tell of the important
contributions residents of this industrial and agricultural community have made to the rich and
colorful history of Kentucky .

-
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Early Kentucky schools were won by hard work
December 28, 1972

Since the public schools of the
1800's lacked proper facilities,
numbers of private schools were
started in Kentucky. Such a school
was contemplated by · a group of
·men who met at ·· Eminence,
. Kentucky, to provide a good
educatior;i for their sons and
daughter's. Although the minutes
of their first meeting were not
dated, the second meeting (which
apparently followed closely) was
dated October 20, ·1855.
It was reported that 238 shares
of stock at twenty-five dollars a
share could be subscribed
($5950.00) . Seven · trustees were
elected: Dr. D.N. Porter, S.T.
Drane, Morris Thomas, Preston
Thomas, James H. Drane, W.B.

Wilson and W.I. Mason.
At a meeting the following week,
James H. Drane was elected
chairman of the Board, and W.B.
Wilson, secretary. The trustees
agreed to buy f~om W.B . Wilson
thirty· acres of land at· $45.00 an
· acre ($1350), and it was located
just outside the town of Eminence
on the west side of the EminenceShelbyville turnpike. (Henry
County Deed Book 'Zl, p. 371).
Bids were requested for the
making of the brick, and at a
meeting January 26, 1856, the
contract was given to I.T. Norwood, "he agreeing to make, bum;
and lay the brick in first rate
workmanlike manner and furnish
all of the materials, etc. for seven
dollars per thousand."

By March a plan for the
building, drafted by Mr. Paul, was
agreed upon. The following month,
Mr. F.N. Paul was given the
contract for the carpenter work
and to fu'rnish the lumber at
$2625.00. He was to have it com- ,
pleted by September 15th .
· In April, .1857, a contract was
made with Samuel G. Mullins to be
principal of the school. He was to
buy stock in the institution equal to
the debt incurred by the
Trustees," about $9,000." He was
to have the proceeds from tuition
and , board, and top pay the
salaries of teachers and current
expenses. The name of the school
was to be ''Eminence High
School."
After signing the·contract, Prof.

Mullins seems to have been
doubtful as to the success of a coeducational school, so the
Trustees told him that he could
advertise it as a female school, but
there would be an understanding
that sons of the stockholders would
be admitted. The Board further
assured Mr. Mullins that "we
know no such word as fail, and
intend using every laudable effort
in our power to make it a permanent and successful school."
The events of the first year are
not recorded, for the Board of
Trustees met rarely, and apparently briefly. In June there was
one graduate, Miss Lena Crews.
At a meeting of the Board that
Please see EMINENCE SCHOOL, Page 11, column I
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Cliff's Farm Service
Cliff Mayhugh, owner
This well knwon firm located at
2345 Russellville Road in Bowling
Green, phone 843-6403, is the
authorized dealer for Leland and
long tractors, Burch & New Idea
equipment, and the Vermer
1 haybailer parts.
Be sure you see this firm first
when you buy farm equipment.
They have had years of experience
in furnishing just hte right
machine for the job.
They also have one of te finest
repair 'Shops in theis section for
fixing any part of your tractor on
, farm equipment. They have men

in their employ who are experts on
machinery repair work. These
have men their employee who are
experts on machinery repari
work. These men have had years
of expereince in this line .
Whenever you have a breakdown
with your farm machinery, or are
in need of parts, see them first .
We, the . authors of this 1975
CKentucky Historical Chronicle,
wish to point out the fine
reputation Cliff's Farm Service
has built. Trade with a firmyou
can depend on.
adv.

Red Front.Tavern
Louise Suttle,
owner
Here is a place where service
and friendliness go hand in hand.
They serve the best drinks at all
times . They are located at 104
East Main in Bowling Green,
phone 842-9883.
Here we have an entirely different kind of place, one where
comfort, friendly service and a
pleasant atmosphere means
pleasure and enjoyment. It is a
place where you can go with the
fullest assurance that you will
receive every attention, that you
will meet only the right kind of
people, and that you will

thoroug!ily enjoy yourself.
This place has long been known
to the citizens of this area; known
well enough to be a guarantee that
when you visit Red Front Tavern,
you are certain to receive every
cow-tesy and have a pleasant
time. They always endeavor to
maintain ·their place in a manner
agreeable to all.
We, the editors of this 1975
Kentucky Historical Chronicle,
suggest you treat yourself to a
good time at this friendly tavern.
· adv.

P. W. Ga-mmon ~Garage
,

~

' P.W. Gammon; owner
When the people of this area look
to someone to take care of
any ·mechanical problems they
might have with their cars or
trucks, they generally head
straight for P. W. Gammon
Garage at 320 Fifth St. in Bowling
Green. Phone 781-1095.
This well known shop specializes
in all types of expert automotive
repair and service. They use only
the latest equipment and handle
any size job in the shortest tim~
and at reasonable rates.

With the automobile as complex
as it is today, you owe it to your
car to let these qualified people
take care of the problem.
'
In this 1975 Kentucky Historical
Chronicle, we, the editors, take
pride in representing this reliable
shop to the experts at the P . W.
Gammon Garage. You can be
assured that the work is done
according to factory techniques ·
and that you will not have to take it
to them a second or third time for
the same problem.
adv.

Freeman Kitchens
Groce,ry
Freeman Kitchens, owner
Drop in at Freeman Kitchens
Grocery, located in Drake, phone
842-1041, if you are interested in
real bargains. You will find their
shelves are stocked with a complete variety of vegetables, fruits,
cereals, as well as all the staple
groceries and the finest in fresh
meats. To assure you of top
quality merchandise, this store
handles only the better known
bran~ in good products. Be like
many others today and drop in the
country grocery for the freshest in
fruits arid vegetables.
It is a pleasure to shop at this
grocery because great care is
taken to see that all foods
9
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available on the market today are
within your easy reach and you
can be assured that they are
priced right for you.
The outstanding virtue of this
grocery store is the friendly and
courteous service that is always
yours when you trade here. It is to
your advantage as well as your
pocketbook to shop at this modern
store.
In knowing tne reputation of this
fine grocery, the editors of this
1975
Kentucky
Historical
Chronicle give their recommendation to the people of this

area.

- adv.
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JOURNAL . ••
... of Robert Wilkens Lucas
Taken from the journal of
Robert Wilkens Lucas (1840-1843),
Bowling Green, Kentucky. Mr.
Lucas was born Qn March 30, 1786.
Manuscript Division
Kentucky Library
Western Kent~cky Un,iversity
February 20th

There seems to be a great split
in the Presbyterian Church at
Bowling Green. It may arouse up
Juke warm members, be the
means of canceling differences of
the church, burning character, differences of the heart burning sort
seldomly if- ever, is eradicated
when once fastened on the feelings
of brethern, it may rest silently,
- but if deposited in oblivian it is
done reluctantly, and with
increasing sourness.
A new character is given this
unfortunate difference. The name
of old, and new School has been
given it, in mere derision. Why
call any party new schools? Where
is the meaning and sense? There
was a time when we had a political
contest in Kentucky relative to
"Old and~New Court."
This New Court was held in
derision, and for why? Because it
was an assumption of power, nor
~
wa-."f'-~ the Constitution.
How this may apply to name
"New School" I know not. Nor do I
know whether the new school
party has violated any Presbyterian, Constitution or not.
Nations and states have rights
to make void old constitutions. To
do so according to organized law it
must be an act of Congress as to
the American nations and by
Convention as to the state of
Kentucky. But there is another
right, which may be exercised, if
necessary for it to be done. It is a
revolutionary right. Under this
latter right, governments may be
hurled down, and new ones built
up, the better to secure the rights
and liberties of the people.
This new school may then; make
them a new constitution, set up for
themselves and live under its
improvements. They have the
right to worship God in any way
their own good concience may
choose to direct, and none have
any ri-ght to object. It is well the
creature has to settle the salvation
of his soul with God, and not man.
Can't both new and old School
live under their present and
former constitution? By a liberal
construction given this constitution, it may be that the new
School may get on under its
banners. Why not call this new
school liberals?
They don't believe that the
unconverted sinners of mature
eye, sound mind, can be saved
according to the legitimate
10 KENTUCKY

meaning and true interpretation_
_of the principles of -Revealed
Religion.
They do not believe, that a just
God who -made the world, and
gave His Son as· a ransom for the
sins of it ever entered .up decrees,
before earth's foundation was
laid, that this man, should be
saved, and that one b'e lost and
eternally damned. "Lo 'everyone
of you that thirst, come unto me
and I will give you living waler to
~rink." "Seek and ye ; 'shf1.ll
fmd-Ask and it shall lie given
unto thee, knock and it shall be
opened unto you." Christ came to
redeem the world from sin, and
make salvation acceptable to all
who would flee from sin, and do
the will of God.
I am the true and living vine,
and.who cometh unto me, shall in
no wise be cast off. He that
repenteth and believeth shall be
saved-Oh! ye childre:J) of Israel,

how often would I have gathered
you together like a hen doth her
brood under her wings, but ye
would not--Oh! Predestinarianism! ! Fatalism, if the .decrees of
heaven has , been entered up,
before the earth was made· how
can the "sinner work otlt· his ·
salvation with 'fear· and with
humbling?''
He who knoweth his · master's :
will, and doeth it not - shall be
beaten with , many st;ipes: You
shall be judged according to the
deeds done in the body. If a man
pray earnestly, and follow the
principles of revealed religion
through his entire life, can God be
just and dam him? And again, if
one be profligate and wicked and
violate all the commandments
can God be just and save hi~
within the meaning of revealed
religion. I think not-"Every
bushel shall stand upon its own
bottom.''
Christ came into this lost and

benighted _world, to give it light,
and save 1t from the gaping and
almost closing jaws of eternal sin.
He has offered his cleansing and
purifying Qlood to the sinner to
wash away his sins, and land his
eternal soul on yonders bright
shore of bliss and immortality.
, . It is impossib1e for the sinner
who accepts of the offers of .
salvation, upon gospel terms and
attends thereto to be lost. And
again unless the sinner of mature
age is converted, and his heart of
stone, changed to that of flesh his
precious and immortal soul must
be eternally lost. Christian
Churches, however numerous you
may be, recollect, that there is but
one Lord, one faith, and one
Baptism. Have you found this
precious Lord, and living faith,
this glorious baptism that purifys
the heart and washes it from all
sin? As an evidence of the love and
grace of God resting and abiding
with thee, and witnessing that the
spirit of God bears witness with
thy spirit.
21st

The rain has fallen in moderate
showers, will not give water
necessary to assending navigation
-The floods don't come as in
olden times, the rain is not much
more than fine dews, in many
portions of the world and-for two
years, but little have fallen.
Nature seems to have changed the
thunderstorms, for mild mists . .
22nd,

*GREEN RIVER
Continued from page 4

persuaded a large number of
inhabitants in the older states to
emi~rate to the new country, and
we fmd, donelson and others from
Virginia acting in concert with
Robertson, in 1778, or perhaps
earlier."
It was agreed between Robertson and Donelson that the latter
was to come by ~ater from Fort
Patrick Henry on the Holston, by
way of the Tennessee and up the
Cumberland. Robertson was to go
Jhrough the country. He finally
arrived on the Cumberland River
near where Nashville now is. Here
he was joined by Kasher Mansco,
one of the original Long Hunters,
who after his journey down the
river to Natchez, had gone to
North Carolina and returned to his
former hunting grounds as a
trapper. This is the party for
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whom Casper's Station in the
Cumberland settlement
was
named. From there, he hunted
into southern Kentucky and as far
as Gasper's River, which street
bears his name. On Filson's map
made in 1784, it is spelled Caspar.
Among the early settlers in the
eight settlements on the_Cumberland was Jonathan Jennings and
his on, Edmund. The former was
killed above Nashborough, about
1781. His sort, Edmund was spared
to win undying fame as one of the '
bravest of the brave. Phelan says
"The marvelous tales of Cooper
sink into common-place when
compared with the wonderful
feats and adventures of Spencer
and Edmund Jennings, the son of
the ill-fated Jonathan, and
Castleman and· Rains and Mansker.'' ''They were worth a hundred
dragoons."
+

Last night and today, we had
fine slow rain, and hope steam
boats will shortly arrive, richly
laden.
This is the birthday of George
Washington, and is celebrated by
a splendid ball at Col. James F.
Buster's. I intend no disrespect to
Mr. Buster nor his guests,
nevertheless, it seems to me that
it might be as well to honor this
day in another way. Washington is
acknowledged to be the father of
hi.s "Country" and that · he filled
his country "glory," the world has
not since the dawn of time, ever
raised up his equal. His
patriotism, devotion to his
country, and cause of liberty, his
moral character, his good sense, and success, are things evident of
his being a mere man, not under
the control and management of
nature's God. He led us on to
battle, and to victory, conquering
and to conquer. His acts are as
bright and shining examples, to
light and guide our feet, along the
path of duty and virtue. If he is
capable to look on to day, and see
the pride and fashion, and display
made in honor to his name what
might he think? And particularly
if a little too much ale should be
drank and the effects of exilirating
glass, be made manifest among
Please see JOURNAL,
Page 12, column 1

* EMINENCE
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same month, the resignation of
Mr. Mullins was read and accepted, so we may assume that the
first year was a hard one.
After Mr. Mullins' resignation,
the secretary was instructed to
secure a new principal, and in the
next sentence of the minutes, a
committee was appointed to
"sell,, t.he school July 10th. At a
later meeting it was stipulated
that the proceeds of the sale must
cover the indebtedne~ of the
school, "about $7600." .
When the day arrived, the school

SCHOOL/School "sold" on July 10

Continued from
was "bought" by a group of
twenty-six men. Twenty-five of
them were local patrons, and their
recorded portions ranged from $25
to $200. About half of them were
original stockholders. A new investor was W.S. Giltner, who took
$3500 in stock.
Although no mention was made
of his being the new principal of
. the school, it was certainly understood, and the following month,
August 2, 1858, a formal contract
appears in the minutes. Mr.
Giltner was to take the

* OLD TIMES/

page 9
.
"presidency" of the institution, to
furnish the buildings with "an
1dequate number of desks; and
:hemical and philosophical apparatus sufficient to successfully
conduct the school." (We wonder
how inadequate the facilities must
have been the first year.)

In January, 1859, trouble arose
between two boys at the school,
and the Trustees ruled that should
"any student hereafter bring to
the college or adjacent grounds or
wear any deadly weapons, such as

a pistol, dirk, or Bowie knife, he or
they shall forthwith be dismissed
from the school."
Trouble of another nature
threatened when Union soldiers
camped adjacent to the college in
1861, since the encampment was
on the town side of the college, it
was necessary to pass it in going to
and from town. So the Trustees
instructed the students not "to
enter the camp, or menace the
soldiers either by act or word
while passing _said camp."
+

Controversial sketches
C-Ontinued from page 2

a characteristic largely due to
their Virginia origin. The student
of the county's histcry readily
recalls · the Moreheads, the
Underwoods, . Rumsey, Skiles,
Jacob Van Meter, Johanthan
Hobson, Solomon P. Sharpe, Asher
W. Graham, the Covingtons, the
Hines, George C. Rogers, W.V.
Loving, Henry Grider, and others
whose memories
are affectionately endeared to the
present generation even as the
men themselves were honored in
the course of their career in the
various avocations to which they
dedicated their services to
mankind. Each of these great
citizens illustrated their virtues in
the State Legislature or in the
Federal Congress, or in high
judicial stations, and is should be
added that each and all of them,
regardless of party ties, maintained in public places a record of
absolute integrity in the line of
duty to their constituents.

Old citizens

''

Outside the controversies of the
political arena there was another
type of old citizens of Warren
County whom we should pause to
honor in this connection. They
were not statesmen, nor jurists,
nor orators, but their lives
illustrated the best examples of
moral, social and intellectual
rectitude, without which the
safeguards of any community are
at once incomplete and insecure.
To this class of citizens belonged
such men as Rwnsey Skiles and
Jesse Kirby, who lived to be the
last pioneer pensioner of the
Revolutionary War. He was a
patriot in whose unsullied life
were mirrored the finest traits of
the Kentucky character. There,
too, were Robert Lucas-a sort of
"Oracle" in his day; Isaac Reese,
useful and true; John Hess, the
elder Potters, Gen. Covington,
James Donaldson, David Chapman and Pleasant Himes-the last
named having been the first men
in the Green River country who

had a freighted steamer conducted from the wharf at
Louisville to the Bowling Green
Landing on Barren River. David
Chapman, who was born in 1781,
enjoyed the pre-eminent distinction of having been the first white
child born south of Green
River. In this . list of notables the. name of Rumsey
Skiles should be mentioned with
special interest. He possessed rare
endowments, and was, in fact, a
benefactor of his race. He was· an
enthusiast whose career partook
somewhat of prophecy. A lineal
descendant of Edward Rumsey,
who conceived and constructed
the first steamboat ever put in
American waters, he projected in
1832 the first railway in Kentucky-the old Portage Railroad,
that linked "Skiles Depot" on
Barren River with the spot on
which stands the present court
house in Bowling Green. Be it,
also, remembered that two boys,
Garrett Pitts and Eugene
Underwood-the latter becoming
the father of Hon. Oscar W.
Underwood-had the honor of
"carrying the chain" that was
used in surveying this the first
railway in Kentucky. The cars on
this embryo line of transportation
were drawn by horse power, arid;
in its simple way, foreshadowed
the mighty railway system that
now penetrates every latitude of
the continent, embracing at least
two hundred thousand miles. This
same James Skiles aided in the
construction of the locks and dams
in Green and Barren Rivers,
thereby making those streams
navagable for traffic and travel
between Bow ling Green and the
Ohio River. There may yet remain
among the old citizens of Warren a
few who can recall the day when
the flatboat was the only means of
transportation by water between
Bowling Green and New Orleans,
prior to the .construction of the
locks and dams. The flatboat men,
who were lead.e rs of navagation in
that period, were notable fighters,
and, in portraying their combative
qualities, a writer for a New
Orleans newspaper described

them as "half horse and half
alligator, with a touch of the
snapping turtle."

"Rogues Harbor"
/

"Logan County, when my father
moved to it (in 1793), was called
'Rogues Harbor.' Here many
A remarkable
refugees from almost all parts of
the Union fled to escape justice or
punishment, for although there
evangelist
was law, yet it could not be
executed, and it ·was a desperate
In the early years of th.c.,e~ la-.cs~t ~-'-'c.
st~a'-te
'-~of~soc
=:=~iety_. Mnrd~rs, horse __.
- centmy""tnere was remarkable
thieves, highway robbers and
Methodist evangelist, named
counterfeiters fled here until they
Peter Cartwright, who figured
combined and actually formed a
conspicuously in Logan Warren
majority. The honest and civil
Counties, as elsewhere in the
part of the citizens would
State, distinguished for boldness
prosecute these wretched banditti,
of speech when addressing large
but they would swear each other
congregations and cre~ting a proclear, and they really put all law
found impression. He came
at defiance and carried on such
into Kvntucky from Virginia with
desperate violence and outrage:·· .
his parents in 1793, having
that the honest part of the citizens . ·~
been born on James River,
seemed to be driven to the
Amherst County, in the Old Donecessity of uniting and combining
minion, September 1st, 1785. His
together and taking the law into
parents located in Logan County, a
their own hands under the name of
short distance from the Warren
Regulators. Shortly after the
line and the present city of
Regulators had formed themBowling Green. Mr. Cartwright in
selves into a society and
the course of his autobiography
established their code of by-laws,
has much to say of the religious
on a court day in Russellville, the
conditions which
prevailed
two bands met in town. Soon a
throughout the Green River
quarrel commenced and a general
section in which he bore so
battle ensued -between the rogues
prominent a part as a Methodist
and Regula tots; and they fought
circuit rider. He states that when
with guns, pistols, dirks, kn_ives
his father settled in Logan County
and clubs. Some were actually
there was not a newspaper printed
killed, many wounded; the rogues
south of Green River, no mill short
proved victorious, kept the
of forty miles, and no schools
ground, and drove the Regulators
worth the name, while "Sunday
out of town. The ~egulators rallied
was a day set apart for huntagain, hunted, killed and lynched
ing, fishing, horse racing, _card
many of the rogues, until several
playing, !}alls, dances and all
of them fled and left for parts
kinds of jollity and mirth. We
unknown. Many lives were lost on
killed our meat out of the woods,
both sides, to the great scandal of
-:,vild; and beat our meal and
civilized people. This is but a
hominy with a pestle and mortar."
partial view of frontier life."
A further statement made by
The foregoing sketch of the
Mr. Cartwright is well calculated
distressing condition of affairs in
to awaken surprise among the
the earliest years of Logan
enlightened people who now
County, written in the rugged
dominate the social and religious
phraseology of Peter Cartwright,
life of Logqn County, in conoffers a marked contrast to the
junction with the high-toned
·present prosperous and expopulation of their neighboring
ceptionally happy spectacle which
county of Warren Mr. Cartwright
is presented by the Logan County
says:
of the Twentieth Century.
+
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*WARREN JOURNAL/ Public works rumors busy
Continued from page 10

those who may join in
celebration!!

the

23rd

Weather warm and cloudy,
looks likely for much rain, the
boats now have a tide, and must
come up. The mud is very deep,
the road almost impassible-Times very hard, and offices full
of business.
The message of Govt. C.A.
Wickliffe to our late Legislature is
a sensible document, nevertheless
he avoids responsibility. He
advises nothing that is material on
the subject of Usury, he says,
''Take the money from the lenders
and borrower and give it the State
Querry. Had it riot better go to pay
the debts of the parties, should
they or either of them be broke
than for the state to take it? "Here
is the patriotism, or moral honesty
in such views?"
Rumor is busy about our public
works, and many say the
Legislature will put an end to our
improvements · by suspending all
contracts, as well those under .
progress as those to be let. How

can legislatures interfere with
vested rights?
Can they impair the obligation
of contracts? And if not, why
interfere? States are little
soverienties. No citizen can sue
Kentucky, ·and if she refuses to do
justice what is to be done? An evil
name won't renumirate one of her
injured and ruined citizens. He
must disfranchise himself and
become, by residence, a citizen of
some other state, and then he may
sue in the Federal Court.
Will Kentucky drive away her
own citizens, by her foul acts, to
live in foreign states, so as to
enable them to get that justice,
slickly, and honestly due them,
which a home residence will
refuse?
Kentucky will be just. She will
sustain her faith, unblemished,
otherwise her credit and commerce must inevitably perish, and
her honor be withered. This is no
little matter among states, and
who as such, have taken their
stand among the free and
independent states of the nation.

The faith o( a state, is its security
the forfieture of which, is its
eternal disgrace.
A resolution on missionary
view~ passed the Grove Church,
and found its way to the Church
Book some time since. Mr. Wright
desired to have this resolution-by
drawing blank lines around it, and
thus defacing the resolution, Mr.
Ferguson opposed brother Wright,
and proposed to cut the leaf from
the book and "they" went it all
hollow, delcaring this to be the
clear gist.
In doing justice, one must say,
slavery is in violation of the rights
of man, while we acknowledge the
evil, how can we find the remedy?
By our national Constitution, our
citizens are guaranteed in this
right of property, vested in slaves,
and to take and set those negroes
free, in which our neighbor has a
right, withouthis consent, would
not be honest.
Congress has no right to
interfere with the slavery of
states. She may act, so far as the
District of Columbia is concerned,

or any of our territories may be
interested. Whenever the slavery
of states is put down, it must be"by
an act of the states.
If those states, so full of
abolition, would assure Kentucky,
that they would take our negroes
set free, I feel satisfied the work of
immancipation · would boldly
march on, but we never shall
consent for our negroes to be set
free and _remain with us. Our
prejudices are too strong, and
sour to perrpit any thing like this
to take place.
The right of petition-when
respectually done-it is a right,
belonging to the freemen of
America according to the strict
letter and spirit of the Constitution
and must be so considered by all
honest politioners. The member of
Congress who votes other ways, is
unworthy the office he holds.
Political honesty is as praisworthy
and as essential as moral honesty.
Until the country rids itself of the
Demogogue, abuses must, and
will happen.
+

EARLY STEAMBOATS linked Warren County to the Port of New Orleans. (From Western
Kentucky University Alumni Magazine).
+
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